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Abstract

This article explores the use of comic phraseologisms within various cultural and
social contexts, focusing on their significance in communication, humor, and
identity construction. Comic phraseologisms, which are fixed expressions
conveying humor, play a crucial role in reflecting cultural values, social norms, and
collective experiences. By analyzing examples from both Uzbek and English
languages, the study highlights how these expressions serve not only as linguistic
tools but also as instruments of social cohesion and cultural commentary. The
research employs a contrastive approach, examining the nuances of comic
phraseologisms in different cultural settings and their impact on interpersonal
interactions. Through qualitative analysis, the article underscores the interplay
between language and culture in shaping humor and facilitating social connections.

Keywords: comic phraseologisms, cultural context, social context, humor, identity,
intercultural communication, linguistic analysis, fixed expressions.

Introduction

Comic phraseologisms, defined as fixed expressions that evoke humor, serve as
essential components of language that encapsulate the cultural and social nuances of
communication. These expressions are not merely vehicles for entertainment; they
are rich linguistic artifacts that reflect the values, norms, and shared experiences of
a community (Norrick, 1993). In both informal and formal interactions, comic
phraseologisms can lighten the mood, ease tensions, and foster connections among
individuals, making them indispensable in everyday discourse.

The significance of humor in communication cannot be overstated. Humor operates
as a social lubricant, allowing individuals to navigate complex social situations and
express their identities more freely. For instance, in Uzbek culture, phraseologisms
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often draw from folklore, proverbs, and traditional narratives, providing insight into
the collective psyche of the society (Makhmudova, 2020). These expressions not
only entertain but also educate, transmitting cultural wisdom and societal norms
across generations. They offer a unique window into how humor reflects societal
attitudes, particularly in how individuals confront challenges or critique societal
Issues.

Conversely, in English, comic phraseologisms such as “kick the bucket” or “pulling
someone's leg” embody specific cultural attitudes towards death and deception,
respectively (Giora, 2003). Such expressions highlight how humor can serve as a
coping mechanism for discussing taboo subjects or addressing conflicts, facilitating
a deeper understanding of interpersonal relationships. The effectiveness of these
phrases lies in their ability to create shared understandings among speakers, bridging
gaps between diverse social backgrounds and promoting a sense of belonging
(Schwarz, 2002).

The interaction between language and culture is pivotal in understanding how comic
phraseologisms function within various social contexts. They not only facilitate
communication but also reinforce social cohesion and group identity. For instance,
a shared sense of humor can strengthen bonds among individuals in a community,
creating a sense of solidarity and mutual understanding. Furthermore, as societies
evolve, these expressions often adapt, reflecting shifts in cultural attitudes, social
structures, and collective consciousness (Hancock, 2017). This dynamic nature of
language underscores the importance of ongoing research into the ways humor and
phraseology intersect.

This article aims to explore the use of comic phraseologisms in both cultural and
social contexts, analyzing their significance and impact on communication. By
employing a contrastive analysis of examples from both Uzbek and English, the
study will illustrate how humor operates as a social tool, reinforcing identities and
fostering connections among individuals. Ultimately, this exploration will contribute
to a deeper understanding of the interplay between language, culture, and humor,
emphasizing the essential role that comic phraseologisms play in shaping social
interactions and cultural discourse.

Scientific Chronology of the Use of Comic Phraseologisms in Cultural and
Social Context. The study of comic phraseologisms and their usage within cultural
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and social contexts has developed through various phases, influenced by advances
in linguistics, cultural studies, and humor research. This chronology outlines the key
milestones in this evolving field.

1. Early Linguistic Foundations (19th Century). The exploration of phraseologisms
began in the 19th century, focusing primarily on idiomatic expressions in various
languages. Scholars like Max Miller and Wilhelm von Humboldt examined how
language reflects thought and culture. Their work laid a preliminary foundation for
understanding the nuances of language, though the specific investigation of comic
effects was not yet prominent.

2. The Emergence of Humor Studies (1960s). The formal study of humor,
particularly in linguistic contexts, gained traction in the 1960s. Pioneering
researchers such as Victor Raskin introduced the Script-Based Semantic Theory of
Humor, which analyzed how incongruities within language produce comedic effects.
This work set the stage for further exploration of how phraseologisms could embody
humor within cultural frameworks.

3. Cross-Cultural Comparisons (1980s). The 1980s marked a significant shift
towards cross-cultural studies of humor. Researchers began to compare comic
phraseologisms across languages, emphasizing the cultural contexts that shape their
meanings. Works by scholars like Norrick (1993) highlighted how humor can
function differently based on cultural expectations and norms, allowing for a deeper
understanding of comic expressions within various social settings.

4. Cognitive Linguistics and Humor (1990s). The rise of cognitive linguistics in the
1990s introduced new methodologies for analyzing humor and phraseology.
Scholars like George Lakoff and Mark Turner explored how conceptual metaphors
influence language and humor. Their work demonstrated how comic phraseologisms
reflect cognitive processes and cultural schemata, adding a layer of complexity to
the understanding of humor in social interactions.

5. Contemporary Research and Digital Contexts (2000s-Present). In the 2000s, the
rapid development of digital communication and social media transformed the
landscape of humor research. Scholars began to investigate how comic
phraseologisms evolve in real-time through platforms like Twitter and Facebook.
This shift prompted a focus on how humor adapts to new contexts and how cultural
identity is expressed through language in digital spaces.
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Recent studies have utilized corpus linguistics to analyze large datasets of spoken
and written language, revealing patterns in the use of comic phraseologisms across
different cultural contexts (e.g., Garmendia et al., 2018). This quantitative approach
complements qualitative analyses, providing a more comprehensive view of how
humor functions in everyday communication.

6. Ongoing Research and Future Directions

Current research continues to explore the implications of comic phraseologisms in
intercultural communication, identity formation, and social cohesion. Scholars are
increasingly focusing on the role of humor in addressing societal issues and fostering
connections among diverse groups. The interplay between humor and language in
educational contexts is also being examined, revealing how comic expressions can
enhance learning and engagement.

The chronology of research on the use of comic phraseologisms in cultural and social
contexts reflects a dynamic and interdisciplinary field. From early linguistic
explorations to contemporary studies that integrate digital and cognitive
perspectives, this area of research continues to evolve, offering valuable insights into
the complexities of language, humor, and culture. As the landscape of
communication changes, ongoing investigation into comic phraseologisms will be
essential for understanding their role in shaping social interactions and cultural
discourse.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of comic phraseologisms in cultural and social contexts reveals several
significant findings regarding their structure, usage, and overall impact on
communication.

Structural Characteristics. Comic phraseologisms often exhibit unique structural
features that enhance their humorous effect. These expressions typically rely on
fixed forms, which create familiarity among speakers. This familiarity allows for the
manipulation of meanings and contexts, facilitating humor through incongruity and
surprise. The use of metaphor, hyperbole, and irony are common in both Uzbek and
English phraseologisms, showcasing the linguistic creativity inherent in humor
(Giora, 2003).
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Cultural Significance. The cultural context of comic phraseologisms plays a critical
role in their interpretation and effectiveness. In many cases, these expressions reflect
specific cultural values, traditions, and social norms. For instance, in Uzbek culture,
humor is often deeply intertwined with proverbs that convey resilience and
optimism. This connection between humor and cultural identity highlights how
phraseologisms can function as markers of group belonging (Makhmudova, 2020).
In contrast, English comic phraseologisms frequently engage with contemporary
social issues, allowing speakers to navigate complex social landscapes while
addressing taboo subjects through humor (Attardo, 1994).

Social Dynamics. Comic phraseologisms significantly influence social dynamics by
fostering connections among individuals. The shared understanding of these
expressions enhances social cohesion, making humor a vital tool for strengthening
interpersonal relationships. This is particularly evident in informal settings, where
the use of comic language can ease tensions and facilitate rapport among speakers
(Schwarz, 2002). Furthermore, as societies evolve, the adaptability of comic
phraseologisms reflects changing cultural landscapes, indicating the ongoing
negotiation of identity and social roles within a community (Hancock, 2017).
Evolution in Digital Contexts. The rise of digital communication has introduced new
dimensions to the study of comic phraseologisms. The rapid dissemination of
language through social media has led to the emergence of novel expressions and
adaptations of traditional phrases. This evolution illustrates how humor can serve as
a reflection of current societal trends and collective experiences, particularly among
younger generations. Researchers are increasingly focusing on how these digital
contexts influence the creation and reception of comic phraseologisms (Garmendia
etal., 2018).

Conclusion

The investigation into comic phraseologisms within cultural and social contexts
underscores their multifaceted roles in communication. These expressions not only
serve as linguistic tools for humor but also embody cultural values and foster social
connections. By analyzing their structural characteristics, cultural significance, and
social dynamics, we gain a deeper understanding of how humor operates as a vital
component of human interaction. As language continues to evolve in response to

98 |Page




Cirwrv 2
annm

E- Conference Series

—\'\
_
-_

Open Access | Peer Reviewed | Conference Proceedings

E- CONFERENCE

Proceedings of International Conference on Scientific Research in Natural and Social Sciences
Hosted online from Toronto, Canada.

Date: 5t October, 2024

ISSN: 2835-5326 Website: econferenceseries.com

SERIES

societal changes, ongoing research in this area will be essential for comprehending
the complexities of humor and its impact on communication across diverse cultural
landscapes.
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