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Annotation:

This article provides information about the remains of a family bathhouse found at
the Tunkat monument. Tunkat was an economic and industrial center in the
Ohangaron Valley during ancient and medieval times. The article highlights the
structure of the bathhouse uncovered during excavations, the ceramic artifacts
found, and the sanitary and cultural significance of the bath. The discovery of this
family bathhouse from the Karakhanid period indicates that the residents of Tunkat
paid great attention to cleanliness and sanitary practices. This article contributes to
expanding scientific and historical knowledge about the bathhouses of that era.
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Tunkat was an economic and industrial center in the Ohangaron Valley during
ancient and medieval times, where mining and metallurgical industries were highly
developed. The region was especially known for its mining industry, particularly the
production of raw materials for black and non-ferrous metals. Y.F. Buryakov
emphasized that the monument's area is 180 hectares.! The ruins of this city are

! Bypskos FO.®. TeHe3MC 1 3TaIlbl Pa3BUTHS TOPOJACKOM KyJbTyphl TamikeHTcKoro oasuca. — Tamkent: ®an, 1982..
-C.35
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divided into southern and northern parts by the road connecting the cities of Almalyk
and Angren. Unfortunately, only about 45 hectares of the northern part has been
preserved. Since the monument's site corresponds to the areas of the Obiz and
Sarjayloq villages, it can be observed that some damage has been inflicted on it by
the local population. Additionally, some areas have been taken over by farming
activities. The northwestern part of the monument, identified as the ark (ruler's
residence) by scholars like M.E. Masson and Y.F. Buryakov, has also been
completely destroyed today.?

The lands of Tunkat located south of the Angren and Almalyk highway have been
completely leveled by farming enterprises and converted into crop fields. In this
area, the "Yashil Makon" was established by the Ohangaron district administration,
where numerous poplar trees were planted. To the south of these trees, a large
irrigation canal was constructed. As water was diverted from the canal to the western
crop fields, it seeped into underground cavities, causing significant subsidence in the
area. The local population immediately informed members of the Ohangaron
archaeological team, who were conducting archaeological research at the
monument. Upon inspecting the subsidence, the team discovered that in one of the
depressions, a part of a structure's wall built with fired bricks had become visible.
An excavation of 4x5 meters was carried out at the center of the structure. First, the
upper part of the site was cleared of grass and thorns. At a depth of 40 cm from the
ground surface, the upper part of the brick structure began to be uncovered. During
the process of clearing the interior of the structure from soil, 2 ceramic pots, 1 lamp,
and the bottom part of 1 ceramic vessel were found. The fired bricks used in the
construction of this structure measure 26x13x4 cm. The lower part of the bricks is
flat, while the surface bears distinctive marks from fingerprints.

The brick structure, built with fired bricks, was found to be square-shaped with
dimensions of 1.10x1.10 meters. The bricks measure 26x13x4 cm. Fragments of
fired bricks were also scattered around the area. Based on its construction,
dimensions, and functional purpose, the structure is identified as a small home bath,

2 Bypskos 10.®. Apxeosnorudyeckue MaTepuasl 1o ucropuu TyHkera u A6piaura. B kH. “Matepuaisl 0 HCTOPUU
V36ekucrana” Tamkent, 1966, — C. 76-80.
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which served one or several families. S. Khmelnitsky referred to such structures as
personal baths or home hammams.®

The preserved height of the structure is 50 cm. It appears that 28 well-fired bricks
were used to construct the floor and 140 whole and broken bricks were used to build
up the walls. A clay mixture was used to set the bricks. At the base of the western
wall, a hole measuring 13x10 cm was left to allow water to drain. On the southern
side of the bath, there is a large depression. This depression was formed due to water
seeping in when irrigating the crop fields, and it was not lined with bricks. The soil
in the depression contains ash-like mixtures.

The bricks laid on the floor of the bath slope slightly towards the drainage hole,
allowing water to flow out. The bricks used on the floor have fingerprint marks
etched into them to prevent slipping.

During the excavation and study of the bath, a ceramic pot, the base of a jar, and a
lamp were discovered.

The mouth of the ceramic pot is oval-shaped with a diameter of 27 cm. Four
serrated, saw-like patterned handles are attached to the outer rim, protruding 1.5 cm
beyond the edge. The clay of the pot is red, with burn marks still visible on its
surface. During its production, a mixture of fine stones and sand was used. The
preserved height of the pot is 13.5 cm. The wall thickness of the pot varies between
0.3 and 0.7 cm, with the rim's wall being 1.3 cm thick. The bottom part of the pot is
completely broken and missing. Typically, pots of this type have a round bottom.
Numerous pots of this type have been found at the Suyurlitepa®, Tunkat®, and
Fergana Valley monuments. They have been dated to the 11th—12th centuries by |I.
Akhrorov®, who studied the kitchenware of Fergana.

The base of the ceramic vessel is made of reddish clay. The preserved height is
16.5 cm. At this point, the diameter of its body measures 27 cm. The base is flat with
a diameter of 12 cm, and the thickness of the base is 0.4 cm. The wall thickness of
the body ranges from 0.5 to 1 cm. Based on its dimensions, it can be inferred that

3 Xmenprunkuii C. Mexay Camannnamu u Monronamu. Apxurextrypa Cpenneit Asuu XI-XIII B. Yacts 1. Bepnun
— Pura, 1997.

4 Ucabexos b.U. Packonku Xpama na Cyropinurena // [Ipo6ieMbl ipeBHeil u cpetHeBekoBoi nctopuu Yaua. Beimyck
2. (Ucropus. Apxeonorus. Hymmsmaruka). lamcunaun Kamomumaua (pen.). Lambert Academic Publishing. —
Saarbrucken, 2014. — C. 35-51.

5 Ackapos A., Hcabexos b., XKypakysnos B., Mamupos O., HcMounsnoB Y. Y36eKucTORIa apXeoIOruK TaATKUKOTIA.
2023 . — Camaprasg. 2024. Ne 16. — B. 76-83.

¢ Axpopos U. Kyxonnas kepamuka ®@epransl XI-XII Beka / UMKY. — Tamkent. 1969. — Boim. 8. — C. 147.
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this vessel was likely a jar. It is possible that it was used to hold water in the bathing
area.

The lamp is made of ceramic. Parts of the glossy silver-gray glaze are still preserved
on the base. The lamp's height is 4.3 cm, and the diameter of the base is 4 cm. The
diameter of the mouth is 3 cm, and it extends forward, although this part is broken.
The handle on the back is also broken, but its traces remain. The diameter of the
body is 7.3 cm, and the wall thickness is 0.5 cm. The neck of the lamp is decorated
with patterns resembling this shape (<<<<< >>>>>). Below these decorations, on
both sides of the lamp, there are 12 circular patterns, 6 on each side. Inside the
circles, there are 6 points resembling flower petals. It is likely that this lamp was
used in the bathing area during the night in its time.

It is well-known that in the Islamic world, great importance has been placed on the
construction of hammams since ancient times, as this process is connected to
everyday life, as well as religious, social, and personal aspects. The number and
quality of hammams served as a measure of a city's prosperity and were always
mentioned in the descriptions of medieval authors.” Hammames in the East were built
as early as the 5th century BCE in Syria, and it is believed that Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) saw such a hammam and recommended its construction as a public utility
throughout the caliphate's territories.® Unlike European baths, hammams in the
Muslim East functioned as places for purification, relaxation, and spiritual renewal.
Hammams became a measure of a city's well-being and, with the arrival of the Arabs
in Central Asia in the 8th century, became an integral part of the region's culture and
social life.

Similar family hammams were also studied by A. Gritsina® in Khavos. However, in
many excavations, public hammams are found more frequently than family
hammams. The construction of public hammams in Central Asia became more
active during the 9th—11th centuries. Before the Mongol invasion, every city and
village had hammams, and they were the second most visited places after mosques.
The walls of large hammams were usually decorated or adorned using various

" Axmenoe B.A. Ucropuko-reorpaduueckas nureparypa Cpeaneit Asum XVI-XVII BB. Cuicu- JiaT ac-cajlaTvH.
TamkenT: n3a. «®AH» AH PY3. 1985

8 Mamanues b. B. [llaxpuca63uunr kaaumuii xammomuapu // Ta’lim va innovatsion tadqiqotlar (2023 iiun Ne 9). — B.
28-32.

9 Anekceii I', Paxumos K. CpenneBekoBas cemeitHas 6aHst Ha ropaauine kKyxna Xasac // UMKY. Beim. 41. TamkeHT.
1992 — C. 198-206.
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methods.!® For example, in Shokhjuvor, hammams were decorated with glazed
terracotta panels.!* The hammam in Afrosiab was also adorned with glazed
patterns.? According to Bolshakov, there were around 60 to 80 hammames in the city
of Samarkand.®® The first period hammam (late 10th to early 11th century) was
excavated southwest of Afrosiab.* Hammams from the pre-Mongol era have been
uncovered and studied in various regions of Central Asia: the Taraz fortress® (13th
century), Shokhjuvor'®, Akhsikent!’ (late 10th to early 11th century), Margilané,
Tashkent!®, and many other locations.
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Conclusion

This hammam is the first family bath found at the Tunkat monument, although its
heating systems, additional rooms, and water channels were not identified.
Nevertheless, the discovery of family hammams from the Karakhanid period
indicates that the residents of Tunkat paid significant attention to sanitary practices.
In the land of Turan, cleanliness, bathing facilities, and hammams have always been
highly regarded by the population. The material evidence found in various parts of
Uzbekistan, the heart of Turan, supports this claim. The fact that these hammams
were built with fired bricks and that numerous ceramic pipes and deep pits have been
found in the monument areas shows that our ancestors paid special attention to
environmental cleanliness and sewage systems since ancient times. These material

10 Anekceii I, Paxumos K. CpeneBexoBpas cemeiinas 6ans Ha ropaauiie kKyxua Xasac. / UMKY. Bein. 41. Tarkenr.
1992 — C. 198-206.

11 Tuxonmu M. P. HexoTopble MOMEHTEI M3 MCTOPHH MaTepHaIbHON KYJIBTYpHI cpenHeBexosoro llaxmky Bapa //
HMMKY. Bein. 14. Tamkent, 1990. -C. 201-202

22 Tynamos 5. T, Bypsxos F0. @. O6 apxeonoruueckux Uccie0BaHusaX Ha ropoauiie Appacuab B 1967 1968 rr. /
Adpacnab. Beim. 1. Tamkenr, 1969. - b. 274

13 benenurnxuit A. M., berrosunu U. b., Borsmakos O. T. CpenneBekoBslii ropos Cpeaneid Azuu. JI., 1973. ———-b.
309

14 Mumkuna T'. B. Topoackoit keapran VIII-XI BB. Ha ceBepo-3anaje Adpacuaba // Appacuab. Bein. II. Tauikenr,
1973. Bb. 124-130

15 Bepumrram A. H. Mcropuko-apxeosorudeckue ouepku Llentpansroro Taub-1lans u ITamupo-Anas / MUAA. Ne 26.
M-JI., 1952.

16 Tuxouun M. P. HexoTopsle MOMEHTHI M3 MCTOPHH MaTepHalIbHOH KyIbTYphl cpeanesexosoro Illaxmxysapa //
MMKY. Bpin. 14. TamkenT, 1990. b. 200-204., Xmensaunkuiit C. Mexay CamaHugaMy 1 MOHTOJIaMHU. ApXHTEKTypa
Cpenneit Azuun XI-XIII BB. Yacts II. bepaun — Pura, 1997. -b. 196-200

17 Anapbaes A. A., Axpapos U. A. bans cpeanesexosoro Axcukenra // UMKY. Bein. 25. Tamkent, 1991. -B. 173-
182

18 AnapGae A. A., Makcyno ®. A. Jlpesuuii Maprenan. (U3 uCTOpHH 3eMIIEIETBYECKOI U TOPOJICKOM KyJIBTYphI
®epraunst). Tamkent, 2007. -b. 127-128

19 dunanosuu M. ., Anumos Y. K 06HapyskxeHHIo cpeHeBekoBoil 6anu B Tamkenrte / UMKY. Bein. 22. TauikeHr,
1988. -b. 176-190
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sources provide valuable insights into the bathing culture of Tunkat residents from
a thousand years ago.
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